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New Citizenship Act. Bill C-20, the Citizenship Act received Royal Assent on July 
16, 1976, and the legislation was expected to come into effect early in 1977. It 
replaced the first Canadian Citizenship Act, in force from January 1,1947, which 
was the first one to be introduced within the Commonwealth. By it the concept of 
a "Canadian citizen" had first come into being, and it provided a means whereby 
non-Canadian British subjects and aliens permanently residing in Canada or those 
who might subsequently immigrate to Canada could apply for Canadian 
citizenship. During the years it had been amended some 60 times. 

The new legislation was designed to be more equitable than the old, and to 
meet the modern conditions that prevail in Canadian society. It covers, among 
other things, questions of the right to citizenship, the loss and resumption of 
citizenship, the issuance of certificates of citizenship, offences against the 
Citizenship Act, the status of persons in Canada and the triability at law of non-
citizens as if they were Canadian citizens. The Citizenship Act is administered by 
the Department of the Secretary of State. 

Specifically, it shortens the length of residence in Canada prior to application 
for citizenship from five to three years, and introduces a more equitable method 
of calculating residence. It removes various discriminatory provisions, ensuring 
that men and women will be treated equally. It reduces the age of majority for 
purposes of citizenship from 21 to 18, and gives the same status to all applicants, 
eliminating the preferential status formerly accorded to British subjects. 
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